
 

 
Chickenshack Permaculture Design Course 2008 

 
Day  S1 S2  S3 S4  S5 Notes 
D0  
Sat  
10th 
May 

   Lu
n
ch

 

Arriving…                         5.00-6.15 
Area Walk ( S) Local 
land use patterns, wild 
flowers, location 

   7.30-9.00 
Welcome (S) 
Introductions (C) 
Domestics (CSHC) 

 

D1  
Sun 
11th 

 10.00-11.15 
Course intro (S) 
20m 
Course intro (Chris) 

11.45-1.00 
Problems + spirals 
of erosion 75m (C)  

 2.15-4.25 
Observation of woodland  
Walk (C) 130m 
 

4.55-6.15 
Sustainability, 
resources. peak oil (S) 
20m  
Introduction to Pc (S) 
30m  
Web of life (C) 30m 

 7.30-9.00 
Slides: erosion and 
patterns in nature 
(C) 
Video: Power in the 
Community 

Form 
Support 
Groups 

D2  
Mon 
12th  

 10.00 – 10.45 
Holmgren Principles 
(C/S) 95m 
 

11.10-12.45 
Permaculture 
Ethics (C/S) 45m  
 

 2.15-4.15 
Brynllwyn FARM 
Site tour – garden intro, 
garden activity 
 

4.30-6.00 
Chickens parable (C/S) 
60m 
Limiting factors (C) 
45m 
 
 

 7.30-8.45 
Slides: principles 
(S) 
or video 
 

Biotime 
diary (??) 
30m 

D3  
Tues 
13th 

 9.30-10.30  
Soil intro (S) 30m 
Soil conservation  
(C) 30m.  
Soil improvement 
(C) 

11.00-12.45  
toilets, compost 
(S) 

 2.15-4.15 
Patterns (CD) 

Fruit trees and shrubs 
Pruning practical  
Fruit grafting demo (C) 
60m (C/S) 90m 

 Slides CD 
Tir Pen Rhos 

take 
tea/coffee 
back at 1.15 
for lunch 
no support 
groups in 
morning  

D4  
Weds 
14th 

 9.30-10.30  
Water: Intro, 
characteristics & 
use (C/S) 90m 

11.00-12.45  
Soil practical, 
compost practical  
(S) 

 2.30-4.00 
Surveying slope, Pacing 
(C/S) 90m  
 

4.30-6.00 
Free time/ gardening 

 7.30-9.00 
Slides: Soils, green 
manures, No-till, 
polyveg (C) 

Changeover 
for support 
groups 

D5  
Thurs 
15th 

 9.45-11.15 
Newspaper game  (C) 
30m 
Group process, 

11.45-12.45 
Zones & Sectors in 
site design (C/S) 
60m  

 2.15-4.15 
Elevation planning (C) 
45m Drawing maps (??) 
60m 

4.45-6.00 
Design process (??) 
75m  
 

 7.30-9.00 
Permaculture in 
Nepal (C)  

 



Listening skills (C) 
60m 

 

D6  
Fri  
16th 

 10.00-12.00 (inc. 
break) 
DW: SURVEY - 
maps, observation  
90m 

10.00-11.15  
People care – zone 
00 (Amanda) 75m 
herbs and health 

 2.30-4.10  
Herbs practical  

4.10-6.15 
Matters arising (All) 
40m Review & Evaluate 
(All) 60m 

 7.30-8.30 
Transition Towns 
(Amanda) 60m 
Urban Permaculture 
(A) 60m 

12.30-1.00 
Multiple 
Intelligence
s (L) 30m 

Sat  
17th 

        
 Pete’s field 
 
Machynlleth 

 
      Seedsavers 
 
Machynlleth 

  
Seedsavers  
 
Machynlleth 

 
      Peter Harper 
 
Machynlleth 

 Open session/video Questioners' 
Garden Time 
(All) 70m 
Seed 
Saving (C) 
30m 
 



 
D7  
Sun 
18th  

 R E  S T 
 

 7.30-8.30 
Slides: Urban & 
Natural Building (S) 
60m 

Changeover 
for support 
groups 

D8 
Mon 
19st 
Jan 

 10.00-11.00 
DW: ANALYSIS & 
identifying 
functions 90m DW: 
prep. 30m  

11.30-12.30 
Forest Gardening 
(s) 90m  

 1.30-4.30 (inc. break) 
Trip to Tir Pehrhos 

4.30-6.00 
Trip to Tir Pehrhos 

 7.30- 9.00 
Slides Agroforestry 
and sustainable 
forestry,  Ritchie 
Tassel 

2.15-3.15 
Permacultur
e & Kids (L) 
60 

D9  
Tues 
20th  

 Design tools & 
methods (?) 60m 

11.30-1.00 
Y Felin 

 CAT 
Site visit, introduction 
Roger Maclennan – head 
gardener,, meet 
gardening vols 

CAT   Evening in 
Llanfyllin 
 

11.45-
12.45 
Permacultur
e and food 
choices (A) 
60m 

D10  
Weds 
21st 

 Workhouse 
10.00-11.30 Site 
tour 

12.00-2.00 
Practical 
 

 3.00 4.30 DW: SURVEY - 
Client interviews  90m  

5-6.30 Mapping site c
h
i
p
s 

7.30- 9.00 
Back to 
Chickenshack 

Changeover 
for support 
groups 

D11 
Thurs 
22nd  

 10.00-11.15  
Fair Shares (S) 
economies, co-
operatives  75m 

11.45-1.00 
Energy in the 
system (S) 75m 

 2.30 – 3.30 
Steve Pickup Session, 
willows and bio 
engineering 

4.00-6.00 
DW: DESIGN: systems, 
elements & placements 
inc. feedback to client 

 7.30-8.30 
Action Learning 
Guilds (L) 60m 

Trees & 
their 
microclimat
es (A) 60m 
 

D12  
Fri 
23rd  

 10.00-11.00  
Pc association & 
networks; diploma 
(A) 60m 

11.30-1.00 
DW: cont 
Slides of previous 
design groups (A) 
30m 

 2.30-4.00 
DW: Implementation & 
Maintenance 

4.30-6.00 
DW: finalising designs 

 7.30-9.00 
DW: preparing 
plans and notes for 
presentations 

 

D13  
Sat  
24th  

 9.45 Opening circle 
10.00 – 11.00  
first presentation 

11.30-12.30 
2nd presentation 

 2.00-3.00  
3rd presentation 
3.30-4.00 
Debrief on design 
process  

4.30-6.00  
Evaluations 
What next? Certificates 
Closing 

 Cabaret evening & 
party 

Tutors to do 
support 
groups in 
morning 

Sun 
25th 

 Clearing up and going home….  

 
Everyone:            
Breakfast – finish by 8.45am 
Lunch  – variable (usually 1.00pm) 



Dinner  – 6.15 pm 
 
9.00-9.30 Morning opening, announcements, etc. Sessions led by: S: Steve  Support People: H:  Hilary   
9.30-10.00 Support group work     C: Chris   A:  Alex    
        CD: Chris Dixon  J:  John  
             M:  Mike     

 


